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This project was supported by grant 08-W05-90293 awarded by the Office on Violence Against Women, U.S.
Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions and recommendations expressed in this publication are
those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Department of Justice, Office on Violence
Against Women. ) '




STATE OF MONTANA

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
OFFICE OF CONSUMER PROTECTION AND VICTIM SERVICES

Steve Bullock
Attorney General

2225 Eleventh Avenue
P.O. Box 201410
Helena, MT 59620-1410

January 2009

Fellow Montanans:

The Montana Domestic Violence Fatality Review Commission brings forward its third biennial
report. Created by the Montana legislature in 2003, the Commission reviews two domestic

violence homicides each year across the state. This report is the summary of our work since
January 2007.

There have been at least 22 domestic violence deaths in Montana during this period. Victims of
family violence ranged from a 12-year-old boy to two 50-year-old adults. Unfortunately,
intimate partner homicide is not diminishing in our state; the number of deaths this biennium is
59 percent higher than last.

Since its inception, the Commission has worked to expand and broaden its understanding of
domestic violence homicide. During the past two years deaths involving military personnel,
reservation-based Native Americans, a male victim and a workplace killing were all reviewed for
the first time. These deaths required interaction with a number of partners, including the federal
government and the tribes, creating valuable new relationships. Montana is fortunate to have
professionals at every level, in every agency, actively working to understand and reduce
domestic violence deaths.

Attorney General Mike McGrath created the Commission and has been a crucial supporter of our
work. We are grateful for his guidance and wish him well as Montana’s new Chief Justice. The
Commission looks forward to working with Attorney General Steve Bullock and members of the

2009 Legislature. Our collective need to stay focused on keeping domestic violence victims safe
has not diminished.

Sincerell;
{j erely, p

Matthew Dale, Coordinator
Montana Domestic Violence Fatality Review Commission




TABLE OF CONTENTS

Discussion of the Commission Findings ...........ccoooviiiiiiiiin. e Page 4-6
Trends & Recommendations Identified by the COmMMISSION. ........ouvvveiiiiiiiieiiniiiiiiin Page 7
MT Intimate Partner Homicides Since 2000...........coveemeeeuumrnieeeeaeeeeeereanassaeennne Page 8-9
MT Intimate Partner Homicides Since 2000 (weapon used).......ccouvvveiivinininnennnenes Page 10-11
MT Intimate Partner Homicides Since 2000 (graphs).....c.ccocvivivuiniiniieiinniiniiennn. Page 12
Missioﬁ, Vision, and Guiding Principles.......... ............................................... Page 13
~ Roster of Commission IMeEmMIDETS. ...uuuiriiitiiiareiieeeierereeaerittaneeiieeeiieeraanaaees Page 14
Overview of Review Timeline.......c.ccooiiiiniiiiiiiii i e Page 15
Status Hearing L (o 5 Page i7
Order of Protection Jurisdiction Statute ..............coeeviriiiiiiiniinii, ereaans Page 18
No Contact Order Fact Sheet............... TP URRURSPPRPPPN Page 19-21
No Contact Order.............. e eeeeeaeteeterareeeeraareres—tasaaaarnnrenesiasnteseenrsresie Page 22
0013 Program FIyer ..........ocoivnrnvnienn. e e s Page 23
HopeCarddescription........................; ................................................. e Page 24

U.S. AttOrNEY MEIMO. . ..uuitinitiiieeterreeet e ineiea et eseaneenenean e enenensanensansraees Page 25-26

Case Tracker FOrm............ocvvvininnin.nnd et er et eeneeeeeaeeeateeaeeaatieeaiaraans Page 27




